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as he said, the name of the " invincible
Alexander53 (August 10, 1492). Singularly
handsome and dignified in person, frank to
cynicism, astute, indefatigable, good-natured
and unscrupulous, Alexander was hailed
like a demigod at his coming in. Of him and
of Julius II. one has said excellently that they
were Emperors rather than Popes. This
Borgia left his name hanging like a thunder-
cloud over the Vatican, He has a legend
so black that to relieve it of a single stain
may be deemed apologizing for iniquity*
Yet no pontiff could have dared such crime
or earned such an infamous reputation ha<5
the Rome, the Italy of his day, not condoned
or even admired his u magnificence in sin.5*
Alexander was no hypocrite. Beautiful
and strong, with fierce primitive instincts, he
answered to some old pagan ideal, cherished
by the Southern imagination. That he had
not the virtue of a priest and did not trouble
himself concerning the Church's welfare ; that
he was an open profligate who turned the
sacred palace into a Pompeian house of
pleasure; that he made his bastard son
a Cardinal, and entrusted the government of
the Vatican to his bastard daughter, Lucrezia-f
that murder seemed to dog his footsteps;